
s h el ters to house them , one in the capital and the other
in a small er town .All of the vi ctims are in va rious stage s
of po s t - tra u m a tic stre s s .The shel ters have social workers
who co u n s el them , and the vi ctims' stories are so 
d i s tressing that the social workers need secon d a ry 
co u n s eling them s elves to cope .

The avera ge age of a vi ctim in a shel ter here is 
s even teen ; the yo u n gest gi rls are thirteen . Ma ny of t h e
gi rls have nowh ere else to go. Due to the shame assoc i a t-
ed with pro s ti tuti on ,m a ny fathers wi ll not accept their 
d a u gh ters back into the family. A AGW su pports a 
nu m ber of proj ects to aid the shel ter re s i den t s ,i n clu d i n g
voc a ti onal training and job placem ent as well as
f u n d ra i s ers to provi de handicraft materi a l s .

Some of the issues the young wom en face inclu de 
p s ych o l ogical trauma re su l ting from forced sex u a l
ex p l oi t a ti on ,l ack of edu c a ti on and job tra i n i n g,poverty,
l ack of opportu n i ti e s ,c u l tu ral misogy ny, dys f u n cti on a l
f a m i l i e s ,h opel e s s n e s s ,depre s s i on ,l ack of s el f - e s teem ,
vi o l en ce ,en d a n germ ent to pers onal health and safety,
and social sti gma (from soc i ety at large as well as thei r
own families who shun them ) . We hope to ad d ress these
i s sues by serving as a tool for pers onal em powerm en t .
These young wom en have been robbed of t h eir hu m a n
d i gn i ty. Our or ga n i z a ti on seeks to help them re s tore it.

Wh a t is  AA GW?

ÒThe As s oc i a ti on for Albanian Girls and Wom enÓ
( A AG W) is a non profit hu m a n i t a rian or ga n i z a ti on to
assist vi ctims of human tra f f i cking in Al b a n i a . It is 
e s ti m a ted that there are more than 6,000 Albanian gi rl s
and wom en wom en who are or have been vi ctims of
i ll egal tra f f i cking for the purpose of pro s ti tuti on , on e
t h i rd of wh om are yo u n ger than ei gh teen .

Albanian gi rls fall vi ctim to this type of s ex u a l
ex p l oi t a ti on thro u gh a com bi n a ti on of decepti on and
vi o l en ce .Typ i c a lly,a teen a ged Albanian gi rl becomes the
prey ofa young man who fei gns falling in love with her,
propo s e s ,and whisks her of f to what she bel i eves wi ll be
a fairytale life in a we s tern co u n try. In re a l i ty, the yo u n g
man is a pimp, a paid em p l oyee ofa well - or ga n i zed and
s oph i s ti c a ted ill egal tra f f i cking net work . In other 
ch a racteri s tic scen a ri o s ,the gi rls are du ped into thinking
t h ey have been hired for a legi ti m a te job as a dom e s ti c
worker, w a i tre s s ,or nanny in a we s tern Eu ropean 
co u n try. O n ce in con trol of the tra f f i cker, h owever, t h e
gi rls are thre a ten ed , a bu s ed , ra ped , and forc i bly 
s mu ggl ed out of Al b a n i a ;t h eir passports and of f i c i a l
doc u m ents are sei zed . Th ey are then sold and re s o l d
f rom one or ga n i zed crime syndicate to another, and the
tre a tm ent they receive is unspe a k a bl e . Some are
deprived offood ;m a ny are be a ten reg u l a rly.

Most of the Albanian wom en and gi rls are tra f f i cked
to It a ly and Greece , but some are tra f f i cked as far as
E n gland and Bel giu m . Not on ly are the vi ctims phys i-
c a lly and em o ti on a lly abu s ed , but some con tract A I D S
and other sex u a lly tra n s m i t ted diseases.Yo u n ger gi rl s
a re most sought after (and the most va lu a ble to 
tra f f i ckers) because they are vi r gins and carry no risk of
A I D S .If the gi rls become pregn a n t ,t h ey are forced to
h ave aborti on s .Some tra f f i ckers inten ti on a lly ad d i ct the
gi rls to dru gs to maintain con tro l .

To make matters wors e ,corru pti on is a rampant 
probl em in Al b a n i a ,and po l i ce of f i cers are easily bri bed
to look the other way and even actively parti c i p a te in
tra f f i ck i n g. Com p l i c a ting the situ a ti on , a nu m ber of
gi rls are actu a lly kidnapped , of ten from small vi ll a ge s ;
s ome are even sold by their families for mon ey. Some of
the Òlu cky Ó ones manage to escape ; o t h ers are 
fortu n a tely arre s ted by non - corru pt po l i ce of f i cers wh o
t h en deport them back to Albania wh ere there are two

A A GW P ro g ra ms

Job Training and Pl acem ent Progra m s : A AGW and its 
su pporters work indepen den t ly and in coopera ti on with the
IOM (In tern a ti on a lO f f i ce of Mi gra ti on) and other NGOs
( n on - govern m ental or ga n i z a ti ons)  and Albanian or ga n i z a ti on s
and voc a ti onal programs to provi de targeted job skills tra i n i n g,
ra n ging from  gen eral ori en t a ti on in Ò work p l ace ex pect a ti on sÓ
to voc a ti on - s pecific tra i n i n g. A AGW also works joi n t ly with 
the IOM and a targeted group of em p l oyers to place form er
tra f f i cked wom en into safe and con s tru ctive work envi ron-
m en t s .A AGW has recen t ly found work for five form er vi cti m s .

Ha n d i c rafts Produ cti on : A AGW su pp l em ents the IOM 
program by providing cen ter re s i dents with materials and tra i n-
ing in arti s tic handicra f t s . Th ere are three re a s ons su ch an 
activi ty is ben ef i c i a l .The first is the inherent thera peutic va lu e
of the cre a tive proce s s . Ma nual arti s try is psych o l ogi c a lly
s oothing and reh a bi l i t a tive , and these gi rls urgen t ly need 
em o ti onal reh a bi l i t a ti on . Secon d , producing a work of a rt
wh i ch is be a utiful and va lu a ble in the eyes of o t h ers is ben ef i c i a l
for the devel opm ent of s el f - e s teem . These are gi rls who lack
even the minimum of s el f - re s pect , and seeing that others vi ew
t h eir work favora bly aids in building a po s i tive sel f - i m a ge .
F i n a lly, the mon ey for all items sold goes direct ly to the arti s t s
t h em s elve s .E a rning mon ey from the work of on eÕs own hands
is hel pful em o ti on a lly as well as financially.

Building Le adership Sk i ll s :An o t h er important purpose of o u r
a s s oc i a ti on is to provi de leadership opportu n i ties for tra f f i ck i n g
vi ctims to take a role in su pervising the activi ties ofthe or ga n i-
z a ti on . The pre s i dent and other leaders of the group are vi cti m s
t h em s elves and have been el ected by vi cti m s . The mem bers
dec i de for them s elves the activi t ies the or ga n i z a ti on wi ll 
s pon s or and how funds wi ll be used . Th ey dec i de ,for ex a m p l e ,
wh i ch handicrafts to make ,wh i ch materials they need ,and how
to bu d get the mon ey.Su ch a process is edu c a ti onal and provi de s
i m portant financial, i n terpers on a l ,and dec i s i on-making skill s .

Giving Vi ctims a Voi ce : ÒS h oqata Shqipt a re per Vajza dhe GraÓ
gives vi ctims of tra f f i cking a voi ce . G iving these gi rls and
wom en a public platform wi ll hopef u lly improve not on ly how
the wom en vi ew them s elve s ,but also how others in soc i ety vi ew
t h em . We hope to coopera te with other NGOs  dealing wi t h
tra f f i cking and wom enÕs issues to help cre a te a coopera tive 
n et work of or ga n i z a ti ons that ad d ress different aspects of t h e
tra f f i cking probl em . The el ected leadership is learning how to
raise funds, and mem bers them s elves dec i de the co u rse and
f utu re goals of the or ga n i z a ti on .No other su ch or ga n i z a ti on
exists here to provi de a voi ce for this margi n a l i zed group in
Albanian soc i ety.

AAGW is  
headquartered
in the
Albanian 
capital of
Tirana



aagw
A s s o c ia t io n  o f
A lb a n ia n  G ir ls  

a n d  W o m e n

a non-profit humanitarian 
organization to assist victims 

of human trafficking

Ho w You  C a n He lp

1 . Ma ke a financial con tri buti on thro u gh our Pay Pa l
account at w w w. a a g w. org . We partn er with ÒCa ptive
D a u gh ters ,Óa worl dwi de anti - tra f f i cking or ga n i z a ti on ,
to en su re that your don a ti on is tax-dedu cti bl e . All
don a ti ons wi ll be spent direct ly on handicraft produ c-
ti on materi a l s ,and to com pen s a te the wom en for thei r
l a bor.
2 .Pu rchase handicraft items made by the form er vi cti m s
at our web s i te at aagw. or g.
3 .Ma ke copies of this brochu re to inform others abo ut
A AGW and the probl em of human tra f f i ck i n g.
4 .Don a te items used in handicrafts made by the vi cti m s
( ri bbon s ,ya rn ,etc . ) ,or spon s or a sale of t h eir hand-
m ade item s . Con t act A AG W Õs Al i s on Mc G a n n
( i n fo @ a a g w. org) for more inform a ti on abo ut get ti n g
i nvo lved with the handmade work that boosts vi cti m sÕ
s el fe s teem and provi des income to the gi rls and the
s h el ter.
5 .Think of o t h er fundraising ideas and con t act us.

For more inf ormat ion 
on  A A GW , cont act:

As s oc i a ti on of Albanian Girls and Wom en
Amy L. Sebe s ,Fo u n der and Di rector

a mya n d tom @ s ebe s - va j d a . com
Ò F. O.Ó, Pre s i den t

For re a s ons of s ec u ri ty, h er iden ti ty must be kept priva te .

U. S .Con t act
Al i s on McGann  
i n fo @ a a g w. org
Media In qu i ri e s

Linda Rei d
l i n d rei d @ a o l . com
(310) 291-9205

Web s i te
w w w. a a g w. org 

A b ou t A A GW

Our orga n i z a ti on is cre a ted by and for form er vi ctims 
of human tra f f i cking in Al b a n i a .The mem bers are gi rl s
and wom en who have been tra f f i cked and forced into 
p ro s ti t uti on . Our pri m a ry aim is to assist vi ctims of
tra f f i cking rei n tegra te into Albanian soc i ety. Th ey come to
the IOM Cen ter for Rei n tegra ti on litera lly with nothing and
we hope to help provi de them not on ly with the nece s s i ti e s
to begin a new and bet ter life ,but also with the sel f - e s teem
and job skills to do so su cce s s f u lly. We seek to ach i eve 
this goal by su pporting job tra i n i n g, j ob placem en t ,a n d
h a n d i c raft produ cti on progra m s .Equ a lly import a n t ,s i n ce
the or ga n i z a ti on is run by and for tra f f i cked wom en ,its daily
opera ti on provi des important leadership and manageri a l
ex peri en ce for mem bers .

Th ere are usu a lly abo ut thir ty gi rls and wom en living in
the pri m a ry tra f f i cking shel ter in Ti ra n a ,the capital of
Al b a n i a .More vi ctims are arriving all the ti m e . Th e s e
gi rl s / wom en are the ben ef i c i a ries of our or ga n i z a ti on ,but
t h ey are also its mem bers and leaders .

Amy Sebe sis the Fo u n der / Di rector of A AG W.Amy bega n
working with tra f f i cking vi ctims after wri ting the nati on a l
a n ti - tra f f i cking curri c u lum wh i ch have been implem en ted
in Albanian middle and high sch ools since 2002. Af ter 
gradu a ting from Stanford Un ivers i ty in 1988 with a BA in
Ps ych o l ogy and Tufts Un ivers i ty with an MAT (Ma s ter of
Arts in Te ach i n g ) ,Amy spent the next ten ye a rs as a te ach er.
She has taught high sch ool English in the Un i ted State s ,
rem edial English to U. S .Army soldiers stati on ed in Berl i n ,
G erm a ny, and English as a second language at Geor getown
Un ivers i ty and Ewha Un ivers i ty in Seo u l ,Kore a . She has
worked on three con ti n ents with stu dents of a ll age gro u p s
f rom pre - k i n der ga rten to co ll ege and is a rec i p i ent of
the Tufts Un ivers i ty Outstanding Te ach er Spec i a l
Recogn i ti on Aw a rd and the Johns Hopkins Un ivers i ty
Te ach er Recogn i ti on Aw a rd for exem p l a ry work in the fiel d
of edu c a ti on . .

Ò F. O.Ó is the second el ected pre s i dent of A AG W. Her 
el ecti on earl i er this year was an important step for A AG W
in em powering the young wom en who have been vi ctims 
of human tra f f i ck i n g. She is 21 ye a rs old and is from
Tropoja ,Al b a n i a .For re a s ons of s ec u ri ty, h er iden ti ty mu s t
be kept priva te .

This new logo was designed 
a victim at the Tirana shelter.


